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‘Transit regional
" by its nature

; merican society depends upon personal
| ‘mobility —a standard that puts a great
! onh vulnerable citizens who don’t
| have their own means of getting around. That’s
' why transportation is'one of the most important
| government services. -
: All 67 county governments in Pennsylvama
: provide shared-ride services to helpneedy older
; and disabled residents attend to dutiés that
' Q" require transportation— from grocery shopping--{
Q to medical appointments. i
' The service is crucial but it’s. questlonable N
whether it should be organized by county.
Actual distances to destinations, rather than
bo countget&orders, should define how the service is
provi
§ The state Department of Public Welfare wise-

Iy will consider whether to reorganize the ser-
vice by regions, rather than counties.

Local agencies and the DPW know where the
clients and their destinations are. Regional
transportation agencies would be able to craft
routes and schedules more in keeping with the
reality on the ground than with oounty borders
onamap.

Residents of rural areas in adiaeent counties
mlght be batter served, for example, by a region-

al agency rather than two county agencies.

Creation of multicounty regional agencies
also could result in less money going for admin-
istration and more going directly into the :
aervme.

“iCounties across the state alreadv oooperate in
the delivery of a variety of other services over-

seen by the state DPW, Transportation is a natu-
ral to be added tothat list.
A public ‘on regional shared-ride ser-

vices will be cc;nducted today at 10 a.m.-at the
Radisson at Lackawanna Station hotel.




