Local public
transit ranks
51st in study
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“It would be almost impos-
sible, not to mention cost-pro-
hibitive, to have a system run
to those facilities,” Mr. Strel-
ish said. “The bottom line is
we cannot afford to put a bus
in there.”

According to a report
being released today by the
Brookings Institution Metro-

the top 100 metro areas live
near a transit stop, but only
30 percent of all jobs can be
reached even allowing for a
- one-way, 90-minute commute.

Report co-author Robert
Puentes said getting people
to jobs should be a priority
for public transit, but few
of the 371 systems studied
use job accessibility to
drive route and schedule
decisions,
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TRANSIT: Number of elderly in
region not factored into analysis
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“This is about how we
become more productive,
more competitive, more suc-
cessful. ... We need to get the
most bang for the buck from
transportation investments,”
Mr: Puentes said.

In the local metro area,
Brookings analyzed the
LCTA, the County of Lacka-
wanna Transit System and
Hazleton Public Transit.
Among the findings:

B The area ranked 32nd in
accessibility, with 73 percent
of all working-age residents
living within three-quarters
of amile of a transit stop. The
accessibility rate was 99 per-
cent for low-income workers,
76 percent for middle-income
workers and 52 percent for
high-income workers.

W Only 25 percent of all jobs
in the metro area are reach-
able via transit within 90 min-
utes. Within 45 minutes, only
7percent are reachable, which
. is also the average across all
100 metro areas.

B In terms of service fre-
quency, the median wait for a
bus during rush hour is 20
minutes in the Scranton/Wil-
kes-Barre area. That is nearly
double the national average of
10.1 minutes.

One factor not addressed in
the Brookings analysis ishigh
concentration of nonworking
elderly residents in Lackawa-
nna and Luzerne counties. At
lic Transit, more than half of
all riders are senior citizens;
seniors represent between 40
and 45 percent of the rider-

shipat COLTS.

Unlike a city such as Phila-
delphia, where a large propor-
tion of transit users are work-
day commuters, Northeast
Pennsylvania is “kind of in
the opposite situation where
we are moving people more
for social reasons with our
senior citizens,” Mr. Strelish
said.

COLTS executive director
Robert Fiume said some of
the recommendations that
emerged from his agency’s
recently completed route
study analysis are aimed at
the job accessibility issue.

Among the changes under
consideration are improving
service and connections along
the Business Route 6 corridor,
including the job-rich Dickson
City commercial district.
COLTS also is looking at
extending its evening and Sat-
urday hours on select routes.

“We want to provide as
many opportunities as possi-
ble for people to get where
they need to go within our
means of funding,” he said.
“You have to put service to
where the growth is, where
the demand seems to be.”

But both he and Pat Koch,
director of Hazleton Public
Transit, said there are limita-
tions, particularly when it
comes to developments such
as industrial parks. Several
years ago, the Hazleton sys-
tem tried to extend service to
Humboldt Industrial Park but
could not make it work, Mr.
Koch said.

“Humboldt is so large that
you don’t have a central loca-
tion, and you can’t stop at each

and every factory along the
way;” he said. “People weren’t
interested in it. They wanted
to be left off in front of their

In Pennsylvania, Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre trailed only the
Philadelphia-Camden-Wilm-

“ranked 49th, in the Brookings

analysis. It was ahead of
Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton
(56), Pittsburgh (60) and Har-
risburg-Carlisle (62).

Elizabeth Kneebone,
another co-author of the
report, said the fact that 73
percent of Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre’s working-age popula-
tion, including 99 percent of
low-income residents, has
easy access to public transit
is something the metro area -
can build on.

“If one of transit’s goals
is to help those connect those
who might be most depen-
dent on it to opportunities,
that is a really positive start-
ing place,” she said.

In releasing the report,
Brookings officials said now
is not the time for drastic
cuts in transit funding,
which would only worsen
access problems. !

Mr. Strelish seconded
that.

“Everybody keeps telling
us to do more with less, but
we’re trying just to do the
same amount we have with
less,” he said. “It’s impossi-
ble to do more with less —
that statement has to be
thrown out.”
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